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Abstract. This paper presents a comparative analysis of traditional and functional
grammar approaches in English language teaching (ELT) in Uzbekistan. It explores the
characteristics, advantages, and disadvantages of each approach, highlighting their implications
for teaching practices, student engagement, and language proficiency. The traditional grammar
approach emphasizes rote memorization and rule-based instruction, while the functional grammar
approach focuses on the contextual use of language and communication. The analysis concludes
that a balanced integration of both approaches can enhance English language education in
Uzbekistan, promoting both grammatical accuracy and communicative competence among
learners.

Keywords: Traditional grammar, functional grammar, english language teaching (ELT),
Uzbekistan, teaching practices, student engagement, language proficiency.

CPABHUTEJIbHBINA AHAJIN3 TPAJIMIIMOHHBIX U ®YHKIIUOHAJBHBIX
MOIXO/JOB K TPAMMATHUKE B ITPEINOJABAHUM AHITIMHCKOI'O SI3bIKA B
Y3BEKUCTAHE

Annomayusn. B dannoii cmamoee npedcmagien CpasHUMenbHulll AHaIU3 mpaouyuOHHbIX U
DYHKYUOHANLHBIX NOOX0008 K 2pammamuxe 6 npenodasanuu anenuiickoeo asvika (ELT) 6
V3b6exucmane. B Hell paccmampusaromcs Xapakmepucmuky, npeumyujecmsea u HeodoCmamxu
Kaxcoo2o nooxooa, noo4epKusaomcs ux nocieocmeus OJsi NpaKkmuku npenooasaHus,
808/1€UEHHOCMU CIMYOEHMO8 U 81A0EHUsL A3LIKOM. 1PpaouyuoHHblL NOOX00 K epammamuxe oenaem
VHOp HA Mexanuueckoe 3anoMuHanue u odyuenue Ha 0CHOGe NPABUI, 8 MO 8peMs KaK n00Xo0 K
dyHKYUOHANLHOU 2pamMmamure QOKycupyemcs Ha KOHMEKCMHOM UCNONb308AHUU A3bIKA U
KOMMYHUKayuu. AHanuz npuxooum K 6v1600Y, UmMoO COANAHCUPOBAHHAS UHMe2payus 000ux
100X0008 MOJCEM VIyYUmb 00pA308aHUe AHSTUNICKO20 A3bIKA 8 Y30eKkucmane, cnocoOcmeys Kaxk
2PAMMAMU4ecKol MoYHOCMU, MAK U KOMMYHUKAMUBHOU KOMNEMEHMHOCMU CPeoU Y4aUUXCs.

Knrwouesvie cnosa: mpaouyuonnas epammamuxd, @OYHKYUOHANbHASL 2PAMMAMUKA,
npenooasanue  aumenutickoeo  asvika  (ELT),  Y3bexucmawn, npaxmuka npenodasarnus,

606J1€4eHHOCNlb cmyc)enmoe, 61a0eHuUe A3bIKOM.
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It is known that through the introduction of advanced teaching methods using modern
pedagogical and information and communication technologies, the education of the growing
young generation to foreign languages, the radical improvement of the system of training
specialists who can speak these languages freely, and, on the basis of this, their achievements of
world civilization and their widespread use of World Information Resources, in order to create
conditions and opportunities for the development of international cooperation and dialogue, wide
opportunities are created by our state. Currently, state standards for the system of continuing
education in our country for foreign languages have been developed, the requirements for the level
of training of graduates of all stages of Education have been established. The standards of
Uzbekistan's continuing education system were developed with reference to the requirements of
the universally recognized Council of Europe “pan-European competencies of knowledge of a
foreign language: learning, teaching and evaluation” (CEFR). A panel of experts led by England's
Rod Bolbayto and Davies Alan were brought in to ensure that the state's educational standards
were thorough in every way.

The teaching of English grammar in Uzbekistan has evolved over the years, reflecting
changes in pedagogical theories and methodologies. Traditionally, grammar instruction
emphasized rote memorization of rules and forms, often leading to a mechanical understanding of
the language. In contrast, functional grammar approaches prioritize the use of language in context,
focusing on how grammatical structures serve communicative purposes. This paper aims to
compare and contrast these two approaches within the framework of English language teaching
(ELT) in Uzbekistan, exploring their implications for teaching practices, student engagement, and
overall language proficiency.

Traditional Grammar ApproachDefinition and Characteristics

The traditional grammar approach, often referred to as prescriptive grammar, is rooted in
the systematic study of grammatical rules and structures. This approach typically involves:

1.Rote Learning: Students memorize rules and paradigms without necessarily
understanding their practical application.

2.Focus on Form: Instruction centers on the correct usage of grammatical forms, often
through drills and exercises.

3.Teacher-Centered: The teacher acts as the primary authority, delivering knowledge and
correcting errors.

Advantages
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1.Structured Learning: The traditional approach provides a clear framework for
understanding the mechanics of the language.

2.Standardized Assessment: It allows for straightforward evaluation through tests that
assess knowledge of grammatical rules.

Disadvantages

1.Lack of Contextualization: Students may struggle to apply grammatical rules in real-life
situations due to the absence of contextual learning.

2.Limited Engagement: The focus on rote memorization can lead to disinterest and
disengagement among learners.

Functional Grammar Approach

Definition and Characteristics

Functional grammar, on the other hand, is an approach that emphasizes the role of language
as a tool for communication. Key characteristics include:

1.Contextual Learning: Grammar is taught within the context of meaningful
communication, highlighting how language functions in various situations.

2.Focus on Meaning: The approach prioritizes understanding how grammatical choices
affect meaning and how they can be used to achieve specific communicative goals.

3.Student-Centered: Learners are encouraged to explore language use actively and
collaboratively, often through interactive activities.

Advantagesl. Real-World Application: Students learn to use grammar in authentic
contexts, making their learning more relevant and applicable.

2.Enhanced Engagement: The interactive nature of functional grammar promotes higher
levels of student participation and motivation.

Disadvantages

1. Less Emphasis on Rules: Some students may struggle with the lack of explicit instruction
on grammatical forms, leading to potential gaps in knowledge.

2. Assessment Challenges: Evaluating students' understanding of grammar can be more
complex due to the focus on context rather than isolated rules.

Comparative Analysis

Teaching Practices

In Uzbekistan, traditional grammar approaches have been predominant in English language
teaching, particularly in formal educational settings. Teachers often rely on textbooks that

emphasize rule-based instruction and provide limited opportunities for communicative practice.




NEW RENAISSANCE

INTERNATIONAL SCIENTIFIC AND PRACTICAL CONFERENCE

VOLUME 1 | ISSUE 9

In contrast, functional grammar approaches are gaining traction, especially in more
progressive educational environments that prioritize student engagement and practical language
use.

Research indicates that students exposed to functional grammar approaches tend to show
higher levels of motivation and interest in learning English. The use of group work, role-plays,
and real-life scenarios allows learners to see the relevance of grammar in their daily lives.

Conversely, traditional methods may lead to disengagement due to repetitive drills and a
lack of contextual learning.

Language Proficiency

While traditional grammar instruction may lead to a solid understanding of grammatical
rules, it often falls short in developing overall language proficiency. Students may excel in written
tests but struggle with speaking and listening skills due to a lack of practical application.

Functional grammar approaches, by focusing on communication and meaning making,
tend to produce more well-rounded language users capable of navigating real-world interactions
effectively.

Implications for English Language Teaching in Uzbekistan

The comparative analysis highlights the need for a balanced approach to grammar
instruction in Uzbekistan. While traditional methods provide essential foundational knowledge,
integrating functional grammar principles can enhance student engagement and practical language
use. Educators should consider:

1.Curriculum Development: Designing curricula that incorporate both traditional and
functional elements can provide a comprehensive framework for language learning.

2.Teacher Training: Professional development programs should equip teachers with
strategies to effectively blend these approaches, fostering a more dynamic classroom environment.

3.Assessment Innovation: Developing assessment methods that evaluate both grammatical
knowledge and communicative competence will provide a more holistic view of student progress.

Conclusion. The comparison between traditional and functional grammar approaches
reveals significant differences in teaching methodologies, student engagement, and language
proficiency outcomes. While traditional grammar instruction has its merits, the shift towards
functional approaches aligns more closely with the communicative needs of learners in today’s

globalized world.
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For English language teaching in Uzbekistan to evolve effectively, educators must embrace
a more integrated approach that values both grammatical accuracy and communicative
competence, ultimately preparing students for successful interactions in English-speaking

contexts.
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