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A thesis on deviant behavior would explore the concept of behavior that violates societal 

norms and expectations. It could delve into the following aspects: 

1.Definition and Theories: Begin by defining deviant behavior and explaining various 

sociological, psychological, and criminological theories that attempt to understand why people 

engage in such behavior. Key theories could include: 

-Structural Functionalism (Durkheim): Argues that deviance can be an important function 

in society by reinforcing societal norms and values. 

-Labeling Theory (Becker): Suggests that deviance is not inherent in an act but is instead a 

result of social labeling. 

-Conflict Theory (Marx): Posits that deviance is a result of social inequality, with powerful 

groups defining what is considered deviant. 

-Social Learning Theory (Sutherland): Focuses on how deviant behaviors are learned 

through interactions with others. 

2.Types of Deviance: Discuss the different forms of deviance, such as: 

-Primary Deviance: Initial acts of rule-breaking that may not be labeled as deviant. 

-Secondary Deviance: The process by which an individual’s deviant behavior becomes part 

of their identity. 

-Criminal Deviance: Behaviors that break the law and lead to legal consequences. 

3.Social Control and Institutions: Analyze how societal institutions (e.g., family, education, 

media, law enforcement) regulate behavior and enforce norms. The role of sanctions (both formal 

and informal) in maintaining order would be important here. 

4.Cultural and Subcultural Deviance: Consider how deviance is perceived differently 

across cultures and subcultures. What is deviant in one society may be accepted in another.  

Subcultures may have their own definitions of acceptable behavior. 

5.Deviance and Technology: Explore modern forms of deviance that emerge through 

technology, such as cybercrime, online harassment, or the digital subcultures that form around 

deviant behaviors. 
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6. Impact of Deviance on Society: Discuss both the positive and negative impacts of 

deviance. For instance, deviance may lead to social change by challenging outdated norms, but it 

can also destabilize social systems. 

7. Case Studies: Include real-life examples of deviant behavior, such as criminal acts, drug 

use, or protest movements. Analyze these cases in terms of the theories and concepts discussed. 

The conclusion could discuss how deviant behavior influences societal norms and whether 

these norms should be redefined based on evolving social contexts. 

 


