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Abstract. This paper explores how media and technology have influenced the 

development of the American English language, focusing on lexical, phonological, and 

syntactic changes. Using a combination of historical analysis and content review from digital 

platforms, the study reveals how modern communication channels shape and accelerate 

language change in the United States. 
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 Introduction. Language is a dynamic system that continuously evolves under the 

influence of various social, cultural, and technological factors. In the United States, the rise of 

mass media and digital technology has significantly contributed to the formation and 

transformation of American English. Television, film, the internet, social media, and mobile 

communication have all played a central role in spreading new vocabulary, altering 

pronunciation, and simplifying grammar structures. 

With the advent of digital platforms such as Twitter, YouTube, TikTok, and Reddit, 

new forms of expression have emerged. Slang, acronyms, hashtags, memes, and internet 

catchphrases are not only popular but are also shaping mainstream American English. This 

paper examines how such platforms and technologies contribute to ongoing language change. 

Methods. The research methodology includes: 

1) Descriptive analysis: reviewing linguistic data from television shows, social 

media, and text messaging to observe lexical and syntactic trends. 

2) Comparative approach: comparing traditional American English sources (e.g., 

formal publications) with modern media outputs (e.g., tweets, YouTube comments). 

3) Corpus observation: analyzing word frequency and usage patterns using online 

corpora such as the Corpus of Contemporary American English (COCA) and the NOW 

Corpus. 

Data was collected from: 
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1. 50 viral tweets (2015–2025), 

2. 10 popular YouTube channels (across genres), 

3. 5 major TV shows from 2000–2025, 

4. Academic articles on sociolinguistics and media impact. 

Results. The following linguistic patterns emerged from the analysis: 

a) Lexical innovation 

b) Neologisms and tech terms: words like google (v.), selfie, influencer, hashtag, 

and vlog have become standard. 

c) Slang and acronyms: LOL, OMG, FOMO, DM, IRL—originally informal, now 

widely accepted. 

d) Memetic language: phrases such as “I can’t even,” “It’s giving…”, “That’s a 

slay”, have crossed from niche online communities into general usage.syntactic shifts-

increased use of sentence fragments for emphasis (e.g., “So done.” / “Absolutely not.”). 

Adoption of noun phrases as sentences in texting and online discourse (e.g., “Big yikes.”). 

Phonological influence - the spread of general american pronunciation through 

national TV and radio has reduced regional accents, especially among younger speakers. 

Technology-assisted voice recognition and autocorrect influence pronunciation and spelling 

standardization. 

Discussion. Media as a language accelerator-Media acts as a language equalizer and 

amplifier. A new term used by a YouTuber or TikTok influencer can go viral within hours, 

entering common vocabulary across age and geographic boundaries. Technology and 

informalization - technological platforms favor brevity and creativity. Twitter’s character 

limit and texting habits encourage truncation and simplification (e.g., “u” for “you”, “gonna” 

instead of “going to”). This informal tone increasingly enters spoken and even written 

professional contexts. Language democratization - social media enables marginalized dialects 

and sociolects - like African American Vernacular English (AAVE) - to gain visibility. Terms 

like "woke", "shade", and "lit" have entered mainstream usage, influencing how American 

English is evolving inclusively. Educational and cultural concerns-while media fosters 

creativity, there is concern about grammar degradation and vocabulary simplification among 

younger generations. Teachers often report challenges when internet language seeps into 

academic writing. 

Conclusion. The impact of media and technology on the formation of American 

English is profound and multifaceted. While they promote innovation and global 
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dissemination, they also challenge traditional norms of language use. Educators, linguists, and 

technologists must collaborate to harness these changes constructively - balancing creativity 

with clarity, and evolution with education. 
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