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Abstract. Fossilization in English for Specific Purposes (ESP) is a common challenge
that hinders language proficiency and professional communication. This paper explores the
issues of overgeneralization and simplification as major contributors to fossilization. It also
proposes strategies to break fossilized errors and enhance linguistic accuracy in ESP learners.
By integrating effective teaching methodologies, corrective feedback, and exposure to authentic
language use, learners can overcome these barriers and achieve higher levels of proficiency.
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PA3PbIB UCKOITAEMOCTMH B ESP: PEHIEHUE IMTPOBJEMBbI
CBEPXOBHIEHUA U YITPOILEHUA

Annomayusn. Oxamenenocmo 6 anenutickom ons cneyuaivhvix yeneii (ESP) sisnsemces
PACNPOCMPAHEHHOU  NpoONeMol, KOmopas Npensmcmeyem s3blKO8OMY MACMepcmesy U
npogheccuonanvHomy obwenuro. B amoiu cmamve paccmampusaromcs 60npocvl UpeamepHO2o
0000WeHus U ynpowjenus KAk OCHOBHLIX (PaKmopos, cnocoocmeyioujux oxameHnenuro. B neil
makoce npe()ﬂaea;omc;z cmpamezcuu no  paspyuleHur) OKAMEHENbLX OwmUOOK U NOBBLIUEHUIO
A361K060U mounocmu Y yuawuxcs ESP. Unmezpupys s¢ppexmusnvie memoouxu obyuenus,
KOppeKmupyiouyo 006pamuyto c6a3b U 6030elcmeue aymeHmuyHo20 UCHONb306AHUS A3bIKA,
yuawuecsi Mo2ym npeoooiems dmu 0apvbepvbl U 00cmuib 0OoNee 8blCOKO20 YPOBHA 61a0eHUs
A3bIKOM.

Knwuesvie cnosa. oxamenenocms, anenutickuii ons  cneyuanvhvix yeneu (ESP),
ceepxobodweHue, ynpoujenue, UCnpasieHue OowudoK, yceoeHue SA3bIKd, NpopeccuoHarbHoe

o6u;eHue, uszydeHue 6mopo2co A3vlKa, aymennmuirnsvle mamepuaiibl.

Fossilization in language learning refers to the persistence of linguistic errors despite
continued exposure to correct usage. In the context of ESP, fossilization can significantly impact
learners' ability to communicate effectively in their professional domains. Unlike general
English, ESP focuses on specialized vocabulary, discourse structures, and communicative

functions relevant to specific professions.
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However, Iearners often struggle with language accuracy due to overgeneralization and
simplification, two cognitive processes that shape second language acquisition.
Overgeneralization occurs when learners apply a rule too broadly, while simplification
leads to the omission or reduction of complex structures. Addressing these issues is essential for
ensuring that ESP learners develop precise and contextually appropriate language skills.

Overgeneralization in ESP.

Overgeneralization is a cognitive strategy where learners extend a learned rule beyond its
applicable scope. In ESP, this phenomenon manifests in various ways, including:
« Grammatical Errors: For example, a business English learner may incorrectly assume that
all past tense verbs end in "-ed"” (e.g., "buyed" instead of "bought").
« Lexical Overgeneralization: Learners might use a single term for multiple meanings, such
as using "make" instead of "do™ in phrases like "make an exam" instead of "take an exam."
« Contextual Misuse: In legal or medical English, incorrect application of terminology can
lead to serious miscommunication.
Overgeneralization occurs when learners apply a learned rule too broadly, leading to
errors.
For example, an ESP learner in business communication might say:
"We sended the report yesterday.” (Incorrect application of the past tense rule)
Effects of Overgeneralization.

o Leads to misunderstandings in professional communication.
« Reduces credibility in specialized fields.

« Makes it difficult for learners to self-correct errors.
Strategies to Overcome Overgeneralization.

« Explicit instruction on exceptions: Teachers should highlight irregular patterns and
provide sufficient practice.

« Error correction techniques: Correcting errors through repetition and guided learning can
help learners unlearn incorrect rules.

« Contextualized practice: Engaging learners in authentic ESP scenarios ensures they apply
rules correctly.

Simplification in ESP.

Simplification is another major issue that contributes to fossilization. This occurs when
learners consciously or unconsciously avoid complex structures and vocabulary, opting for
simpler alternatives. Common instances of simplification in ESP include:

« Sentence Structure Reduction: Instead of using complex sentences with subordinate

clauses, learners rely on basic subject-verb-object constructions.
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« Avoidance of Technlcal \Vocabulary: Learners may use general words instead of industry-
specific terminology, reducing precision in professional communication.
« Ellipsis and Omission: Some learners drop essential grammatical elements to make
sentences shorter, leading to ambiguity or incorrect meaning.

While simplification may initially aid communication, it ultimately restricts linguistic
development and professional competency. In fields such as engineering, law, or medicine,
precise and nuanced language use is crucial, and reliance on simplification can result in
misinterpretation of key information.

To overcome fossilization caused by overgeneralization and simplification, a multi-
faceted approach is required. The following strategies can help ESP learners enhance their
linguistic accuracy:

1. Incorporating Corrective Feedback:
Teachers should provide immediate and explicit feedback on fossilized errors.
Peer correction and self-assessment techniques can encourage learners to recognize and
correct their mistakes.
2. Exposure to Authentic Language Use:
ESP learners should engage with real-world materials such as industry-specific articles,
reports, and case studies.
Interaction with native or proficient speakers in professional settings can enhance linguistic
accuracy.
3. Contextualized Grammar and Vocabulary Instruction:

Instead of isolated grammar drills, learners should practice structures within meaningful
professional contexts.

Vocabulary should be taught through collocations, phrases, and authentic usage rather
than isolated word lists.

4. Task-Based Learning (TBL) and Problem-Solving Activities:

Implementing real-world tasks such as drafting business proposals, analyzing case
studies, and participating in negotiations can reinforce correct usage.

Role-playing exercises tailored to specific professions help learners practice technical
language in context.

5. Encouraging Risk-Taking and Complexity in Language Use

Students often simplify their language due to fear of making mistakes. Encouraging
structured discussions, presentations, and writing tasks that require complex sentence formation
can help learners become more confident in using advanced structures.

6.Use of Technology and Al Tools:
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Language Iearnlng apps and Al-based grammar checkers can help identify and correct
fossilized errors.

Online platforms offering industry-specific English practice can support continuous
learning.

Several factors contribute to fossilization in ESP learners, including:

e Limited exposure to authentic language: Learners often practice English only in
classroom settings, lacking real-world interaction.

« Lack of corrective feedback: Teachers may focus on content rather than accuracy in ESP
courses.

« Overreliance on translation: Learners transfer rules from their native language, leading to
persistent errors.

In conclusion, it should be said, fossilization remains a significant challenge in ESP,
particularly due to overgeneralization and simplification. However, by employing targeted
instructional strategies, corrective feedback, and exposure to authentic professional language use,
learners can break fossilized patterns and achieve greater linguistic proficiency. Educators and
learners must work collaboratively to address these challenges, ensuring that ESP instruction

leads to effective and precise communication in professional contexts.
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