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Abstract. Latin plays a key role in medical education, as most anatomical,
pharmacological, and clinical terms are of Latin origin. The article discusses the main methods
of learning Latin, such as grammar and translation, comparative historical, communicative and
the method of active Latin. Special attention is paid to their application in medical universities,
where Latin terminology is necessary for the professional training of students. The purpose of
the study is to analyze the existing methods of learning Latin and their application in the
educational process. Examples of using various approaches are considered, including case
studies, immersion in a linguistic environment, and the practical use of terminology in medical
practice.
Keywords: Latin language, medical terminology, teaching methods, grammar and
translation method, communicative method, active Latin, medicine.
METOAbI U3YUYEHUSA JIATUHCKOI'O A3bIKA U UX DOPEKTUBHOCTD
AHHOIndl{u}l. Jlamuvins ucpaem Kirodesyio pojlib 6 Me()uLﬂ/lHCKOM 06pa306aHuu, makK Kdk
bonvuUHCMEo AHAMOMUYECKUX, qbapMaKOJzoeuueCKux U  KIUHUYECKUX MmMEePMUHOE8 UMeEIom
AamuHcKoe npoucxo:)fcdeyue. B cmamve paccemampuearoncs OCHO6Hble Memoowl U3y4eHus
JAmuvlHU, makKkue KdkK epammamuko-nepeeodrtoﬁ, cpaeHumeﬂbHo-ucmopuquKuﬁ,
KOMMyHuKdmu@HbllZ U Memoo AKmMueHoU J1ambiHU. 000606 6HUMAHUEe ydeﬂﬂemc;z Uux npumeHeHuIo
6 MeOUYUHCKUX 8Y3aX, 20e JAMUHCKAS MEPMUHONI02US HeoOdXoouma O NpogeccUuoHanbHOU
Nn0020MmMoe6KuU cmy()eHmoe. L[e/zb;o UCCTIeO0B8AHUS SAGNACMCS AHANIU3 cyuwecmeyrouux Memooos
U3YYeHUsA 1amvblHU U UX NPUMEHEHUE 6 06pa30€ameﬂbHOM npoyecce. P(lCCMOWlp@Hbl npumepbsl
UCNONMb306AHUAL pDA3TIUYHBIX nO()XOOOS, 6KJII0O4YAas Kelszl, noecpyoicenue 6 A3blKo6yio cpedy u
npakmuvyecKkoe ucCnoilb3o6aHue mepmuroiocuu 6 Me()uL;uHCKOﬁ npakmuke.
Knrwwueevie cnosa: ramuncrkuil A3bIK, Me()uuuHCKa}Z mepmuHOlocUAl, Memoobvl 06yquuﬂ,

zpaMmamuko-nepeGO()Hoﬁ Memoa, KOMMyHUKaWIMGHblﬁ Memod, AKmMue6HA:l jidniblHb, Me()uuuﬁa.

Introduction

Despite its classification as a "dead" language, Latin continues to play a significant role
in various fields, including medicine, law, theology, and philology. Modern educational
institutions employ a range of methods for teaching Latin, each with its own advantages and

limitations. The purpose of this article is to review the primary methods used for learning Latin

and to assess their effectiveness based on specific learning objectives.
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The study of Latin remains a fundamental component of classical and linguistic
education, offering valuable insights into the historical evolution of contemporary languages and
intellectual traditions. Acquiring lexical proficiency in Latin is essential not only for
understanding the origins of modern linguistic structures, but also for reading and analyzing
ancient literature. However, since Latin is primarily a written language rather than a spoken one,
its vocabulary acquisition differs from that of modern spoken languages.

The theoretical and empirical foundations for developing Latin lexical competence are
drawn from various disciplines, including second language acquisition theory, cognitive
psychology, and linguistics. Traditional teaching approaches, such as the grammar-translation
method, emphasize memorization and translation exercises. In contrast, modern pedagogical
frameworks incorporate contextual learning, semantic mapping, and cognitive load theory to
enhance retention and application. Additionally, comparative etymological study, which links
Latin terms to their Romance and Germanic descendants, fosters deeper linguistic awareness and
improves vocabulary acquisition.

This article explores the fundamental principles that contribute to the development of
Latin lexical competence, analyzing both traditional and modern approaches from pedagogical
and cognitive perspectives. By integrating theoretical insights with practical applications, this
research aims to identify more effective and engaging methods for teaching and learning Latin
vocabulary.

Research and Methods

This study employs a mixed-methods approach, combining qualitative and quantitative
research techniques to assess the effectiveness of various Latin learning methods. The research
consists of literature analysis, surveys, and experimental studies involving students learning
Latin in different academic settings.

1.Literature Review: Analyzes existing research on Latin teaching methodologies and
their pedagogical effectiveness. Examines studies from second language acquisition, cognitive
psychology, and linguistics.

2.Survey and Questionnaires: Conducted among students and educators in universities
and secondary schools. Assesses learners' experiences, challenges, and preferences in Latin
language acquisition. Evaluates the perceived effectiveness of different methods, such as
grammar-translation, comparative historical approaches, and communicative techniques.

3.Experimental Study: Groups of students are taught using different Latin learning
methods. Performance is measured through vocabulary retention tests, comprehension
assessments, and engagement levels. Comparative analysis of results to determine which

methods yield the highest learning outcomes.
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Basic Methods of Learning Latin.

Grammar and Translation Method, this traditional method is based on a detailed study of
the grammar and syntax of the Latin language, followed by the translation of texts.

Advantages: Provides a deep understanding of language structure. Develops analytical
skills. Effective for studying Latin terminology in medicine and law.

Disadvantages: Requires significant time to master. Does not greatly contribute to text
perception skills without translation. In medical schools, students study Latin anatomical and
pharmaceutical terms, focusing on precise definitions and usage in professional contexts.

1. Comparative Historical Method

This method is used in linguistics to study Latin in the context of its evolution and
connection with other Indo-European languages, such as English, German, Spanish, or Italian.

Advantages: Helps understand the origins of words and grammatical structures.

Useful for philologists and historians studying language development.

Disadvantages: Requires prior knowledge of other languages. Not always effective for
practical Latin learning.

In historical linguistics courses, students examine phonetic and morphological changes in
Latin words and their influence on Romance languages. In medical schools, Latin terms are
compared with their Greek and modern counterparts to deepen understanding of medical
terminology. Professors explain the origins of complex terms, analyzing their roots and
connections with contemporary medical concepts used in clinical practice.

2. Communicative Method

This method emphasizes active language use through dialogues and oral exercises. In
recent years, it has gained popularity among educators striving to make Latin more dynamic and
engaging.

Advantages: Increases student motivation. Develops the ability to understand Latin texts
without translation.

Disadvantages: Challenging to implement due to the lack of native speakers.

Requires a well-structured language environment.

Some universities offer courses where students discuss everyday topics in Latin. Medical
schools use case-based methods, where students conduct "diagnoses” in Latin, discussing
symptoms and treatments.

Example of a Case Study in a Medical University:

In a medical terminology class, the instructor presents students with a clinical case
described in Latin.

Case Study:
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A patient (aegrotus) complains of dolor acutus in abdominali dextro inferiore (acute

pain in the right lower abdomen), nausea (nausea), and febris (fever).

Student Assignments:

1.
2.
3.

Analyze the symptoms and discuss possible diagnoses in Latin.

Identify the most probable condition (appendicitis acuta — acute appendicitis).
Recommend a treatment plan in Latin, for example:

Hospitalizatio urgens necessaria est (Urgent hospitalization is required).
Appendicectomia facienda est (Appendectomy must be performed).

Antibiotica praescribenda sunt (Antibiotics should be prescribed).

This method enables students not only to memorize medical terminology but also to

develop their clinical reasoning skills while using Latin in a professional context. Interactive

simulations have also been developed to allow students to analyze medical cases and

communicate diagnoses using Latin.

Conclusion
Each of the considered methods has its own strengths and weaknesses. In medical

universities, the grammar and translation method remain the main one for mastering Latin

terminology, but the communicative and active Latin method help students better memorize the

material and apply knowledge in practice. A combination of different approaches can improve

the effectiveness of learning, depending on the student's goals. The use of Latin in medical

education contributes to the accuracy in the use of terminology, improves understanding of

professional vocabulary and increases the level of training of future specialists.
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