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Abstract. Fairy tales have woven their enchanting threads through the fabric of human 

culture for centuries. From the classic stories of Cinderella and Snow White to the lesser-known 

folklore of indigenous cultures, these narratives capture our imagination, convey moral lessons, 

and reflect societal values. Their ability to transcend time and geography speaks to the universal 

human experience. 
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НЕПРЕХОДЯЩАЯ МАГИЯ СКАЗОК В ЛИНГВИСТИЧЕСКОМ ФЕНОМЕНЕ: 

ПУТЕШЕСТВИЕ ВО ВРЕМЕНИ 

Аннотация. Сказки вплетали свои чарующие нити в ткань человеческой культуры 

на протяжении столетий. От классических историй о Золушке и Белоснежке до менее 

известного фольклора коренных культур эти повествования захватывают наше 

воображение, передают моральные уроки и отражают общественные ценности. Их 

способность выходить за рамки времени и географии говорит об универсальном 

человеческом опыте. 
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Fairy tales are a captivating genre of storytelling that often weave together magical 

elements, moral lessons, and whimsical characters. They have been cherished across cultures and 

generations, and their forms vary widely. Understanding the different types of fairy tales can 

enhance our appreciation of this enduring narrative tradition. Below are some of the primary 

types of fairy tales, each with unique characteristics and themes. 

The roots of fairy tales can be traced back to oral traditions, where stories were passed 

down from generation to generation. Many of the tales we know today were popularized in the 

17th and 18th centuries by authors such as Charles Perrault, whose collection "Tales of Mother 

Goose" introduced iconic characters such as Little Red Riding Hood and Sleeping Beauty. The 

Brothers Grimm later compiled folk tales from German tradition, frequently darkening the 

narratives to reflect the harsher realities of life. Fairy tales have been an integral part of human 

culture, transcending time and geography. These narratives, often featuring magical beings, 

talking animals, and moral lessons, have evolved over centuries.  
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Their origins can be traced back to oral traditions, reflecting the values, fears, and dreams 

of various societies. This article delves into the history of fairy tales, exploring their evolution 

from ancient folklore to contemporary storytelling. Ancient   roots of fairy tales can be traced 

back to ancient civilizations. Early humans used storytelling as a means of preserving history, 

imparting wisdom, and entertaining. Many tales were simple anecdotes about daily life, imbued 

with supernatural elements such as gods, monsters, and spirits. For instance, the ancient 

Mesopotamian epic of Gilgamesh, dating back around 2100 BCE, weaves fantastical elements 

into its narrative, a precursor to later fairy tales. 

In ancient Greece and Rome, myths often served a dual purpose: explaining the natural 

world and providing moral instruction. Figures like Aesop, whose fables were later compiled 

into collections, created short stories rich in allegory and moral lessons, laying the groundwork 

for the didactic elements found in later fairy tales. As societies developed, so too did their 

storytelling practices. By the Middle Ages, fairy tales began to emerge more distinctly as a genre.  

They were primarily disseminated orally among the peasantry, serving to entertain and 

educate. These tales often featured communal themes, with many stories having regional 

variations, reflecting local customs and traditions. The term "fairy tale" itself is derived from the 

French "conte de fées," popularized in the 17th century. Pioneering authors like Charles Perrault 

began to formalize the genre, writing down tales such as "Cinderella," "Little Red Riding Hood," 

and "Sleeping Beauty." Perrault's adaptations introduced moral lessons and articulated societal 

norms, which resonated with the bourgeois class of his time. The Brothers Grimm and the 

Preservation of Folk TalesIn the early 19th century, the Brothers Grimm—Jacob and Wilhelm—

conducted extensive research into German folklore. Their collections, "Grimm's Fairy Tales," 

published in 1812, aimed to preserve the oral traditions of their homeland. Unlike Perrault, the 

Grimms focused on the raw, often darker aspects of these tales, reflecting the complexities of 

human nature. Stories like "Hansel and Gretel" and "Snow White" showcased not only magic 

and fantasy but also themes of survival, betrayal, and retribution. The Grimms' work contributed 

significantly to the genre, influencing countless adaptations and interpretations. Their tales, 

imbued with both whimsy and moral complexity, became foundational texts in the literary canon 

and established fairy tales as a serious form of literature. With the onset of the 19th and 20th 

centuries, fairy tales began to undergo significant transformations. They were adapted into 

various forms of media, including theater, ballet, and later, film. Disney's animation of fairy tales 

starting in the mid-20th century played a pivotal role in reshaping the genre for modern 

audiences. With films like "Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs" (1937) and "Cinderella" (1950), 

Disney focused on themes of love, beauty, and happiness, often sanitizing darker elements 

present in the original tales.  
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However, in recent decades, there has been a resurgence of interest in the original, more 

complex narratives. Authors like Angela Carter and Philip Pullman have reimagined fairy tales, 

infusing them with contemporary themes and feminist perspectives. This trend highlights a 

return to the roots of fairy tales as vehicles for social commentary and exploration of human 

experience. Initially intended for adults, these stories were often layered with complexities and 

moral dilemmas. Over time, as societies evolved, fairy tales began to target younger audiences.  

This shift led to the sanitization of many narratives, stripping them of violence and adult 

themes, creating a more palatable version for children. Thus, the classic fairy tale came to be 

seen as a source of playful escape and a tool for moral education. 

Themes and Symbolism 

Fairy tales are rich in themes and symbolism, often reflecting the struggles and 

aspirations of their time. They frequently explore concepts such as good versus evil, the hero’s 

journey, and the quest for identity. Characters are often archetypes: the innocent maiden, the 

wicked stepmother, the wise old man, and the brave hero. These archetypes resonate across 

cultures, appearing in various forms in folklore around the world. Types of Fairy Tales: A 

Diverse Collection of Magical Narratives 

Below are some of the primary types of fairy tales, each with unique characteristics and 

themes. Traditional Fairy Tales, Traditional fairy tales, also known as folk tales, are stories that 

have been passed down through generations. These tales often originate from oral traditions and 

may vary from one culture to another. They commonly feature familiar themes such as good 

versus evil, the triumph of the underdog, and the fulfillment of wishes. Classic examples include 

"Cinderella," "Jack and the Beanstalk," and "The Three Little Pigs." Traditional fairy tales often 

include fantastical elements, like fairies, witches, and talking animals. 

Literary fairy tales are those that have been written down and published by individual 

authors. Unlike traditional tales, which stem from oral traditions, literary fairy tales are crafted 

by a specific writer with a distinct style or moral message. Famous authors, like Hans Christian 

Andersen and Charles Perrault, produced influential literary fairy tales, including "The Little 

Mermaid" and "Beauty and the Beast." These tales often reflect the author's cultural context and 

individual creativity. 

Cautionary tales are a subcategory of fairy tales designed to impart moral lessons and 

warn against specific behaviors. They typically feature protagonists who encounter dire 

consequences due to their foolish or unethical choices. Tales like "Little Red Riding Hood" serve 

to caution against disobedience and the dangers of trusting strangers. These narratives emphasize 

the importance of adhering to societal rules and values. Animal tales are fairy tales in which 

animals are the protagonists or play significant roles.  
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These stories often imbue animal characters with human traits, allowing them to speak 

and act like people. Popular examples include "The Tortoise and the Hare" and "The Lion and 

the Mouse." These tales frequently convey moral lessons through the actions of their animal 

characters, making them relatable and entertaining for children. Modern authors often revisit 

classic fairy tales, reimagining them for contemporary audiences. These retellings can add depth, 

new perspectives, or alternative endings, often exploring themes of empowerment, identity, and 

gender. Examples include "The Snow Child" by Eowyn Ivey and "Queen of Snow" by Laura 

Byron. This type of fairy tale encourages readers to reconsider traditional narratives and question 

societal norms. Fantasy fairy tales blur the line between traditional narrative and epic fantasy.  

They feature elaborate worlds, complex characters, and extensive world-building, similar 

to what is found in high fantasy literature. These tales might include aspects like magical 

kingdoms, mythical creatures, and grand quests. Notable examples include "The Chronicles of 

Narnia" by C.S. Lewis and "The Hobbit" by J.R.R. Tolkien. Fantasy fairy tales expand the scope 

of imagination, taking readers on grand adventures. Here are bright example of cunning styles in 

fairy tales. Cunning is a prominent theme in many fairy tales, showcasing characters who use 

their wits and cleverness to overcome challenges, outsmart foes, or achieve their goals. These 

tales often highlight the value of intelligence and resourcefulness over brute strength. Below are 

some notable fairy tales where cunning plays a central role. 

 "The Clever Little Rabbit" 

In this tale, a clever rabbit outsmarts a cunning wolf who intends to eat him. The rabbit 

uses various tricks and strategies to escape from the wolf's clutches, demonstrating how 

intelligence can prevail over physical strength. This story teaches the value of quick thinking and 

adaptability. 

"The Three Billy Goats Gruff" 

This Norwegian fairy tale tells the story of three billy goats who need to cross a bridge 

guarded by a fearsome troll. The cleverest of the three billy goats devises a plan to trick the troll.  

He convinces the troll to let him go first, promising that a larger goat will follow. Each 

goat outsmarts the troll, culminating in a successful crossing of the bridge and the troll’s 

eventual downfall. This story emphasizes ingenuity and teamwork. 

 "The Wolf and the Seven Young Kids" 

In this classic Brothers Grimm tale, a cunning wolf tricks a mother goat's seven kids into 

letting him into their home. The kids initially lack the cunning to recognize the wolf's ruse, but 

through cleverness and teamwork, they eventually outsmart the wolf. The story showcases the 

importance of vigilance and intelligence in facing deception. 

"Rumpelstiltskin" 
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In this well-known fairy tale, a miller’s daughter is tasked with spinning straw into gold.  

An enigmatic creature named Rumpelstiltskin offers his help in exchange for her 

firstborn child. However, when the time comes to fulfill the bargain, the clever princess deduces 

his name, using her wits to overcome him. This tale highlights the power of cunning and 

knowledge in overpowering threats. 

"The Good Thief" 

This tale, recognized in various cultures, often centers around a clever thief who 

outsmarts authorities or rival thieves. Through wit, charm, and intelligence, the protagonist either 

manages to evade capture or steals valuable treasures, frequently revealing the theme that not all 

thieves are wicked and that cunning can be used for good. 

"Anansi the Spider" 

Anansi, a character from African folklore, is renowned for his cunning nature. These 

stories often depict Anansi outwitting other animals or even humans to achieve his goals. In 

"Anansi and the Moss-Covered Rock," for instance, Anansi tricks other animals into falling into 

a trap he has set. These tales celebrate cleverness and resourcefulness, showcasing Anansi as a 

trickster who embodies both positive and negative traits. Fairy tales featuring cunning 

protagonists illustrate the effectiveness of intelligence over sheer power. Through cleverness and 

ingenuity, these characters navigate challenges, articulate morals, and entertain audiences. The 

theme of cunning in fairy tales serves as a reminder that sometimes, a sharp mind is the greatest 

weapon of all. These stories not only captivate the imagination but also encourage readers to 

value quick thinking and creativity in their own lives. 

Conclusion 

The structures of fairy tales commonly follow a predictable pattern: a problem arises, the 

protagonist faces challenges, often aided by magical forces or benevolent creatures, and 

ultimately triumphs over adversity. This 'happily ever after' conclusion serves to reassure 

audiences that good can prevail, instilling hope and resilience. Fairy tales are mirrors that reflect 

the cultural and societal norms of their origins. For example, traditional tales may present gender 

roles in a specific light, portraying women primarily as damsels in distress and men as gallant 

heroes. However, contemporary retellings often subvert these roles, empowering female 

characters and presenting a more nuanced view of masculinity and femininity. Modern 

adaptations, such as Angela Carter's "The Bloody Chamber" and Disney's reinterpretations, 

challenge historical narratives and explore themes of agency and identity. 

Furthermore, fairy tales provide insight into the ethical and moral frameworks of different 

societies. They often address issues such as justice, kindness, and the consequences of one’s 

actions.  
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As cross-cultural interactions intensify, many stories have adapted elements from various 

traditions, creating a rich tapestry of global narratives that highlight shared human values.  

Psychologists and educators have long recognized the importance of fairy tales in child 

development. They serve as tools for understanding complex emotions and moral dilemmas, 

helping children navigate their own experiences. The fantastical elements engage the 

imagination, while the conflicts and resolutions offer a framework for problem-solving and 

resilience. 

The therapeutic benefits of fairy tales extend beyond childhood. They can provide 

comfort to adults, offering a safe space to explore anxieties, fears, and hopes. The journey of 

characters resonates with real-life struggles, enabling readers to reflect on their challenges and 

find solace in the notion that transformation is possible. 
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