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Abstract. This study explores corpus-based approaches to language teaching, 

emphasizing the integration of authentic language data into classroom instruction. Unlike 

traditional prescriptive methods, corpus-based teaching relies on large, systematically organized 

collections of written and spoken texts to illustrate real patterns of vocabulary, grammar, and 

syntactic structures. The research highlights the principles, applications, and benefits of corpus-

based methods, including enhanced vocabulary acquisition, context-sensitive grammar 

comprehension, and development of communicative competence. It also discusses practical 

strategies for incorporating corpus analysis into teaching, as well as the challenges and 

limitations associated with this approach. The findings indicate that corpus-based language 

teaching is an effective, evidence-driven methodology that promotes autonomous learning, 

critical thinking, and real-world language proficiency. 

Keywords: Corpus-based language teaching, Authentic language data, Vocabulary 

acquisition, Grammar instruction, Evidence-based pedagogy, Data-driven learning, 
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КОРПУСНО-ОРИЕНТИРОВАННЫЕ ПОДХОДЫ В ОБУЧЕНИИ ЯЗЫКУ 

Аннотация. В данном исследовании рассматриваются корпусно-ориентированные 

подходы в обучении языку, с акцентом на интеграцию аутентичных языковых данных в 

учебный процесс. В отличие от традиционных предписывающих методов, корпусное 

обучение основывается на больших, систематически организованных коллекциях 

письменных и устных текстов для демонстрации реальных закономерностей словарного 

запаса, грамматики и синтаксических структур. Исследование освещает принципы, 

области применения и преимущества корпусных методов, включая улучшение усвоения 

словарного запаса, понимание грамматики в контексте и развитие коммуникативной 

компетенции. Также рассматриваются практические стратегии внедрения анализа 

корпусов в процесс обучения, а также проблемы и ограничения, связанные с данным 

подходом. Результаты показывают, что корпусное обучение языку является 

эффективной, ориентированной на доказательства методикой, способствующей 

автономному обучению, развитию критического мышления и овладению языком в 

реальных условиях. 

Ключевые слова: корпусно-ориентированное обучение языку, аутентичные 

языковые данные, усвоение словарного запаса, обучение грамматике, педагогика, 

основанная на доказательствах, обучение на основе данных, коммуникативная 

компетенция. 
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Introduction 

In recent decades, language teaching has undergone significant transformations, driven by 

advances in technology and linguistic research. Traditional approaches, which often rely on 

prescriptive grammar rules and isolated vocabulary lists, have been increasingly supplemented 

by data-driven methods that reflect actual language use. Among these innovative approaches, 

corpus-based language teaching has gained considerable attention. A corpus is a systematically 

organized and electronically stored collection of authentic texts, including written and spoken 

language, which allows researchers and educators to analyze patterns, frequencies, and structures 

in real-world communication. Corpus-based approaches to language teaching aim to bridge the 

gap between theoretical language knowledge and practical usage by providing learners with 

empirical evidence of how language functions in context. This methodology emphasizes the 

importance of authentic examples, collocations, and grammatical structures as they naturally 

occur, rather than relying solely on constructed textbook exercises. By exposing learners to 

authentic language data, corpus-based teaching supports the development of both receptive and 

productive language skills, encourages autonomous learning, and fosters a deeper understanding 

of semantic and syntactic patterns. The growing availability of large electronic corpora and user-

friendly corpus analysis tools has facilitated the integration of corpus-based methods into 

language classrooms. This approach not only enhances linguistic accuracy but also promotes 

critical thinking and analytical skills, enabling learners to identify patterns and make informed 

language choices. Consequently, corpus-based language teaching represents a shift from 

intuition-based instruction to evidence-based pedagogy, reflecting a broader trend toward 

empirical and data-informed approaches in applied linguistics. 

Relevance 

Corpus-based approaches are relevant because traditional language teaching often focuses 

on grammar rules and memorization, which do not always reflect how language is used in real 

life. Using corpora—large collections of authentic texts—helps learners see real examples of 

language in context, improves vocabulary and grammar understanding, and develops practical 

communication skills. This approach responds to the need for more effective, evidence-based 

language teaching in modern classrooms. 

Aim 

The aim of this study is to examine how corpus-based methods can improve language 

learning. It focuses on showing real examples of language use, enhancing vocabulary and 

grammar learning, and providing strategies for integrating corpus data into teaching. The study 

seeks to demonstrate that corpus-based teaching is an effective, practical, and modern approach 

for developing language proficiency. 

Main part 

Language teaching has experienced significant developments in recent decades, driven by 

advances in applied linguistics, computational technologies, and data-driven research.  

Traditional methods, often focused on prescriptive grammar rules and memorization, may 

not adequately reflect real-world language use. Corpus-based approaches address this gap by 

providing learners and educators with empirical data drawn from authentic texts. A corpus is a 

systematically collected and electronically stored collection of written and spoken materials, 

which allows for detailed analysis of lexical, grammatical, and syntactic patterns. This approach 

emphasizes observation and analysis of actual language rather than relying solely on intuition or 

constructed textbook examples.  
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By integrating corpora into language instruction, learners can acquire both receptive and 

productive skills more effectively. Corpus-based teaching fosters the development of critical 

thinking, analytical skills, and autonomous learning, empowering students to understand how 

language functions in context. This study aims to explore the principles, applications, and 

practical significance of corpus-based methods in modern language teaching. 

A corpus is defined as a large, structured collection of authentic texts, systematically 

organized for linguistic analysis. It represents language as it is used in real communication, 

encompassing diverse genres, registers, and modalities. Corpora can include written materials 

such as newspapers, books, academic articles, and online content, as well as spoken texts such as 

conversations, interviews, and speeches. The primary purpose of a corpus is to provide a reliable 

empirical basis for observing language patterns, frequencies, and structures. In the context of 

language teaching, corpora serve as a source of authentic examples that demonstrate how 

vocabulary and grammar operate in natural discourse. Corpus data allows learners to identify 

common collocations, syntactic structures, and semantic nuances. By focusing on authentic 

usage, corpus-based methods shift the emphasis from rote learning to evidence-driven 

instruction, enhancing learners’ ability to produce and comprehend language accurately and 

appropriately. 

Corpora can be classified into several types based on content, purpose, and application.  

General corpora encompass a wide range of text types and provide a broad overview of 

language use. Specialized corpora focus on specific fields such as law, medicine, business, or 

academic discourse, offering domain-specific insights. Learner corpora collect texts produced by 

language learners, providing information about common errors, developmental patterns, and 

interlanguage phenomena. Spoken corpora capture conversational language and informal 

registers, whereas written corpora analyze structured texts like articles, essays, or literary works.  

Additionally, parallel corpora contain texts and their translations, useful for comparative 

linguistic analysis and teaching translation skills. Each type of corpus offers unique benefits for 

language teaching, allowing educators to select materials that align with specific instructional 

objectives.  

Understanding the diversity of corpora is essential for effective curriculum design and 

informed pedagogical decision-making. 

Corpus-based language teaching relies on several foundational principles. Authenticity is 

central, emphasizing exposure to language as it occurs naturally in real contexts. Frequency and 

patterns guide learners to identify common word combinations, collocations, and grammatical 

structures. Data-driven learning encourages students to explore corpus evidence independently, 

developing analytical skills and linguistic intuition. Contextual learning highlights the 

importance of situational and pragmatic factors in understanding meaning. Autonomous learning 

empowers students to investigate language phenomena on their own, promoting lifelong 

learning. These principles collectively support a shift from teacher-centered instruction to 

learner-centered, evidence-informed practices. They ensure that learners engage with language in 

meaningful contexts, enhancing both comprehension and production skills. The pedagogical 

framework grounded in corpus evidence provides a systematic and scientifically validated 

approach to language acquisition. 

Corpus-based methods have a profound impact on vocabulary instruction. By analyzing 

authentic language data, learners can identify high-frequency words and contextually relevant 

expressions.  
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Corpora reveal lexical collocations, showing how words naturally co-occur, such as 

“make a decision” versus “do a decision.” They also expose semantic prosody, helping learners 

understand subtle connotations and nuances of word use. Corpus data supports the teaching of 

synonyms, antonyms, and multiword expressions, enabling students to grasp the complexity of 

lexical relationships. Practical classroom applications include guided corpus searches, 

concordance exercises, and tasks requiring students to analyze real examples. This method 

promotes active engagement, critical thinking, and practical knowledge, ensuring vocabulary 

learning is meaningful, contextualized, and reflective of authentic language patterns. In grammar 

instruction, corpus-based approaches provide evidence of how grammatical structures are used 

naturally. Authentic corpus examples illustrate rules, exceptions, and variation in tense, aspect, 

prepositions, and articles. Corpus data highlights collocational grammar, revealing how specific 

lexical items typically appear with certain structures. It also allows learners to examine syntactic 

patterns in written and spoken discourse, providing insights beyond prescriptive rules. Corpus-

informed grammar teaching encourages learners to analyze patterns, compare constructions, and 

understand usage tendencies. By focusing on real data, students improve both accuracy and 

fluency. This approach also reduces overgeneralization and enhances learners’ awareness of 

contextually appropriate forms, bridging the gap between formal instruction and practical 

communication. 

The advantages of corpus-based teaching include exposure to authentic language, 

development of analytical and problem-solving skills, and support for autonomous learning. It 

promotes evidence-based instruction, encourages active engagement with language data, and 

strengthens comprehension, vocabulary, and grammar mastery. Additionally, it aligns teaching 

with real-world communication needs, enhancing learners’ communicative competence.  

However, challenges exist, such as limited technological resources, insufficient teacher 

training, and potential complexity in interpreting large datasets. Some students may require 

scaffolding to effectively navigate corpora. Despite these limitations, the benefits of corpus-

based approaches, including authenticity, practicality, and evidence-driven instruction, make 

them highly valuable for modern language education. Corpus-based approaches provide a 

scientifically grounded and practical framework for language teaching, bridging the gap between 

theory and authentic language use. By integrating corpora into vocabulary and grammar 

instruction, educators can enhance learners’ linguistic competence and analytical abilities.  

Teachers are encouraged to receive training in corpus tools, incorporate guided corpus 

activities into the curriculum, and foster autonomous exploration among students. Collaboration 

between researchers and educators can improve corpus resources and teaching strategies, 

ensuring maximum pedagogical effectiveness.  

Ultimately, corpus-based language teaching represents a modern, evidence-informed 

methodology that equips learners with practical skills for real-life communication and supports 

lifelong language development. 

Discussion  

The findings of corpus-based studies in language teaching consistently demonstrate the 

value of using authentic data to improve linguistic competence. Corpus analysis allows learners 

to observe real patterns of language use, including collocations, frequency of words, and 

syntactic structures. This exposure helps students internalize vocabulary and grammar more 

effectively than traditional prescriptive methods.  
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In addition, corpus-based approaches encourage data-driven learning, where learners 

actively investigate examples and make informed judgments about language use. Such active 

engagement fosters critical thinking, enhances analytical skills, and develops learner autonomy.  

Teachers can also use corpus insights to design targeted instructional materials, address 

common learner errors, and highlight contextual nuances. Furthermore, integrating corpora into 

classroom activities promotes learner motivation, as students perceive the relevance of language 

instruction to real-world communication. While challenges such as limited access to 

technological resources and the complexity of corpus tools exist, research indicates that careful 

guidance and structured activities can mitigate these obstacles, allowing learners to fully benefit 

from corpus-based method 

Results  

The implementation of corpus-based approaches in language teaching produces several 

notable outcomes. First, learners demonstrate improved vocabulary acquisition, understanding 

not only word meanings but also usage patterns and collocations. Second, grammar 

comprehension becomes more practical and context-sensitive, with students able to identify 

common structures, exceptions, and syntactic tendencies. Third, learners develop enhanced 

communicative competence, as exposure to authentic language equips them to produce natural 

and contextually appropriate speech and writing. Fourth, the use of corpora fosters autonomous 

learning, enabling students to conduct independent research on language patterns and self-correct 

errors. Finally, corpus-based instruction contributes to evidence-informed pedagogy, providing 

teachers with concrete data to guide lesson planning, material selection, and assessment. Overall, 

the results indicate that corpus-based methods lead to measurable improvements in both 

receptive and productive language skills, bridging the gap between theoretical knowledge and 

practical language use. 

Conclusion  

Corpus-based approaches represent a significant advancement in modern language 

teaching, bridging the gap between theoretical instruction and authentic language use. By 

utilizing large, structured collections of written and spoken texts, learners are exposed to real 

examples of vocabulary, grammar, and syntactic patterns, which enhances both comprehension 

and production skills. These approaches promote evidence-based pedagogy, encouraging learners 

to engage in data-driven analysis, develop critical thinking, and foster autonomous learning.  

Corpus-based methods also enable teachers to design targeted instructional materials, 

address common learner errors, and highlight contextual and pragmatic nuances of language.  

Despite challenges such as technological limitations and the need for teacher training, the 

advantages including improved vocabulary acquisition, contextual grammar understanding, and 

enhanced communicative competence demonstrate the effectiveness of corpus-based instruction.  

Overall, incorporating corpora into language teaching provides a scientifically grounded, 

practical, and modern methodology that prepares learners for real-world communication and 

lifelong language development. 
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