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Abstract. This article examines the application of feminist criticism to selected works of
Virginia Woolf, highlighting how her writings challenge traditional gender roles and explore the
complexities of women’s experiences in early 20th-century society. By analyzing key novels and
essays, the study identifies recurring themes such as female identity, social constraints,
patriarchal structures, and the pursuit of intellectual and personal freedom. The article
emphasizes that Woolf’s narrative techniques, including stream-of-consciousness and
experimental forms, serve as tools for subverting conventional literary norms and expressing
feminist ideas. The findings suggest that feminist literary criticism provides valuable insights
into Woolf’s contributions to literature and the ongoing discourse on gender and society.
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Feminist criticism has emerged as a significant literary approach that examines the
representation of women, gender roles, and power relations within literary texts. As a modernist
writer and a prominent feminist thinker, Virginia Woolf occupies a central position in feminist
literary studies. Her works challenge the patriarchal structures of early twentieth-century society
and question the traditional limitations imposed on women in both private and public spheres.

Through innovative narrative techniques and psychological depth, Woolf gives voice to
female experiences that were historically marginalized in literature. Virginia Woolf’s essays and
fictional works, particularly A Room of One’s Own, Mrs Dalloway, and To the Lighthouse,
provide a rich foundation for feminist analysis. These texts explore themes such as female
identity, artistic freedom, economic independence, and the constraints of gender norms. Woolf
emphasizes the importance of intellectual autonomy and creative space for women, arguing that
social inequality directly affects women’s ability to produce literature and shape cultural
discourse. This thesis applies feminist criticism to selected works of Virginia Woolf in order to
analyze how her writing exposes gender-based oppression and redefines women’s roles in
literature and society. By examining Woolf’s portrayal of female consciousness and resistance to
patriarchal ideology, the study aims to highlight her contribution to the development of feminist
thought and her lasting influence on literary criticism.

The application of feminist criticism to Virginia Woolf’s selected works reveals the depth
and complexity of her challenge to patriarchal ideology. Woolf does not merely depict women as
victims of social constraints; rather, she exposes the subtle psychological and cultural
mechanisms through which gender inequality is maintained. Her female characters often
experience internal conflicts shaped by societal expectations, demonstrating how patriarchy
operates not only through external limitations but also through internalized norms. In Mrs
Dalloway, Woolf presents female consciousness as fragmented yet profound, reflecting the
pressures placed on women to conform to prescribed social roles. Clarissa Dalloway’s inner life
illustrates the tension between personal identity and social performance, highlighting the limited
space allowed for women’s self-expression.
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Feminist criticism emphasizes how Woolf uses stream-of-consciousness narration to
reclaim women’s subjective experiences, which had traditionally been excluded from dominant
literary discourse. Similarly, To the Lighthouse offers a nuanced portrayal of gender relations
through characters such as Mrs Ramsay and Lily Briscoe. While Mrs Ramsay embodies
traditional femininity, Lily represents a resistance to patriarchal expectations through her pursuit
of artistic independence. Feminist analysis reveals that Woolf does not idealize one model of
womanhood over another; instead, she critiques the rigid structures that restrict women’s
choices. Lily’s struggle for creative recognition symbolizes Woolf’s broader argument for
women’s intellectual and artistic autonomy. From a feminist perspective, Woolf’s essay A Room
of One’s Own functions as a theoretical foundation for her fictional narratives. The text
explicitly links material conditions, such as financial independence and personal space, to
women’s creative freedom.

Conclusion

The feminist analysis of selected works by Virginia Woolf demonstrates her significant
role in challenging patriarchal literary traditions and redefining women’s representation in
literature. Through both fiction and critical essays, Woolf exposes the structural and
psychological barriers that limit women’s intellectual and creative freedom. Her emphasis on
female subjectivity, economic independence, and artistic autonomy highlights the
interconnectedness of gender, power, and cultural production. By applying feminist criticism,
this study reveals that Woolf’s works function not only as modernist literary experiments but
also as forms of social and ideological resistance. Her portrayal of women’s inner lives and
struggles questions dominant gender norms and expands the boundaries of literary discourse.

Consequently, Virginia Woolf’s contribution remains essential to feminist literary
criticism and continues to influence contemporary discussions on gender equality and women’s
rights.
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