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Abstract. What steps are involved in speaking? Think about conversation that you have 

with your friends or family. What do you do before you say something? When we talk our friend 

in our native language our brains think quickly and easily. We don’t notice that speaking is very 

complicated. However when we speak a foreign language, it takes us much longer to talk. This is 

because speaking is composed of many steps.  

Key words: communication, speaking activities, vocabulary, pronounce, conversation, 

interviewing, chatting, language. 

ОБ ОБУЧЕНИИ ГОВОРЯЩЕЙ РЕЧИ 

Аннотация. Какие этапы включает в себя говорение? Подумайте о разговоре, 

который вы ведете с друзьями или семьей. Что вы делаете, прежде чем что-то сказать? 

Когда мы разговариваем с другом на родном языке, наш мозг думает быстро и легко. Мы 

не замечаем, что говорение очень сложно. Однако, когда мы говорим на иностранном 

языке, нам требуется гораздо больше времени, чтобы заговорить. Это потому, что 

говорение состоит из многих этапов. 

Ключевые слова: общение, речевая деятельность, словарный запас, произнесение, 

разговор, интервьюирование, чат, язык. 

 

To speak we do the following:  

1. Listen and understand other people.  

2. Have an idea and want to express it.  

3. Remember vocabulary which can express this idea.  

4. Use grammar correctly.  

5. Pronounce the words understandably.  

Speaking is an active skill. Speakers think of everything themselves, the ideas, the words, 

the grammar. Finally all of the words and grammar must be pronounced clearly. This is much more 

difficult than listening. No wonder speaking English is so difficult, Using recitation to practice 
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speaking is wrong. It doesn’t practice the skills students will need to speak English fluently. When 

students practice speaking in the classroom, they should do the steps which are part of speaking.   

They need to think of original ideas, remember words and use grammar themselves.  

Speaking which resemble real communication  prepare students better for speaking outside 

in the classroom.  How to create real speaking in the classroom.  Even if teachers are ready to 

practice speaking the lessons will not be successful unless the students themselves want to talk.  

But how can teachers make students want to talk. We need to choose interesting, useful 

and fun themes for our lessons. Remember that students love to talk about themselves and their 

opinions, their hobbies and their families. Students like to play games in English. They also enjoy 

using their imagination to create situations. What would they say on an English singers or actors 

or the president of America? The best speaking activities have one or more of these elements an 

opportunity for students to talk about themselves, a chance to use English as a game, or a time to 

fantasize about a story or situation.  

Good speaking activities also resemble real world conversations. They require students to 

find out information by asking questions and listening to the answers. In this way they 

communicate with their groupmates and you their teacher. Students use English to describe a 

situation which has meaning for them. This shows students the context for words. Thus they learn 

that a word is more than letters on paper, it has a meaning and other words associated with it.  

Using words within a context helps students remember vocabulary and use words correctly.  

Communicative speaking activities often have tasks which make students talk about 

themselves, their ideas, or a situation within the classroom. There are three main kinds of 

communicative activities: opinion gap activities, information gap activities and guessing games.  

Within these activities, someone has information which other students need to complete a 

task. This situation creates “communicative need”. Communicative need means students have a 

reason to communicate with each other. Students listen and speak to each other to complete the 

task successfully. Students exchange personal information about themselves in opinion gap 

activities. They interview each other using words which they are learning in class. For example if 

your class is learning about professions they can discuss their family jobs. While interview each 

other they fill in a chart. After they are finished interviewing their partner you discuss the answers.  

Students who are good at English can also use it by taking more difficult topics. Students 

exchange information about other topic in information gap activities. In these activities one student 

has information that the other student needs. For example half of the students are given a piece of 

paper with information. The students in the other group should interview them and by this way 

they can learn their information. When they are finished asking questions they may look at the 
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paper to see if their answers are correct. Guessing games are the most interesting communicative 

activities for students. In these games students guess the answer to a puzzle. The teacher writes 

some names which are interesting for students to pieces of paper and puts them on his table. The 

papers are face-down so students cannot see the words. One student comes to the front, choses a 

paper, but keeps the name of the word a secret. Student describes the word and others try to guess 

it. Students   often make mistakes when they talk. We shouldn’t interrupt them while speaking. If 

we stop them every time they make mistake, they will never learn to say a full sentence. After your 

student finish you can say that sentence with the same mistake, and ask the student to find that 

mistake. It will be very helpful. Ask students to repeat the correct form. Sometimes students speak 

incorrectly because they haven’t  learned the right grammar to use. Explaining this kind of mistake 

might take  too much time. You don’t have to correct it. You can ignore it. Later you can explain 

the grammar rules once more. One of the best ways to deal with mistakes is to prevent them. Good 

speakers are also good listeners. Listening and speaking skills depend on each other. Speaking  

activities are almost always good listening activities.Dealing with common arguments against 

teaching speaking skills in the classroom Students won't talk or say anything. One way to tackle 

this problem is to find the root of the problem and start from there. If the problem is cultural, that 

is in your culture it is unusual for students to talk out loud in class, or if students feel really shy 

about talking in front of other students then one way to go about breaking this cultural barrier is to 

create and establish your own classroom culture where speaking out loud in English is the norm. 

One way to do this is to distinguish your classroom from other classrooms in your school by 

arranging the classroom desks differently, in groups instead of lines etc. or by decorating the walls 

in English language and culture posters. From day one teach your students classroom language 

and keep on teaching it and encourage your students to ask for things and to ask questions in 

English. Giving positive feedback also helps to encourage and relax shy students to speak more.  

Another way to get students motivated to speak more is to allocate a percentage of their 

final grade to speaking skills and let the students know they are being assessed continually on their 

speaking practice in class throughout the term.A completely different reason for student silence 

may simply be that the class activities are boring or are pitched at the wrong level. Very often our 

interesting communicative speaking activities are not quite as interesting or as communicative as 

we think they are and all the students are really required to do is answer 'yes' or 'no' which they do 

quickly and then just sit in silence or worse talking noisily in their L1. So maybe you need to take 

a closer look at the type of speaking activities you are using and see if they really capture student 

interest and create a real need for communication. Another way to encourage your students to 

speak in English is simply to speak in English yourself as much as possible in class. If you are shy 
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about speaking in English, how can you expect your students to overcome their fears about 

speaking English? Don't worry if you are not completely fluent or don't have that elusive perfect 

native accent, as Swain (1985) wrote "We learn to speak by speaking" and that goes for teachers 

as well as students. The more you practise the more you will improve your own oral skills as well 

as help your students improve theirs.When students work in pairs or groups they just end up 

chatting in their own language.Is the activity or task pitched at the right level for the students? 

Make sure you give the students all the tools and language they need to be able to complete 

the task. If the language is pitched too high they may revert to their L1, likewise if the task is too 

easy they may get bored and revert to their L1. Also, be aware of the fact that some students 

especially beginners, will often use their L1 as an emotional support at first, translating everything 

word for word to check they have understood the task before attempting to speak. In the case of 

these students simply be patient as most likely once their confidence grows in using English their 

dependence on using their L1 will begin to disappear. 

Conclusion. These are just some of the problems that teachers with large classes face when 

teaching speaking activities in the classroom. These problems are not new nor are the solutions 

offered above. Teachers all over the world continue to face the same hurdles, but any teacher who 

has overcome these difficulties and now has a large class of energetic students talking and working 

in English in groups together will tell you it is worth all the trial and error and effort at the outset.  

If you believe in the importance of teaching speaking skills in the classroom but are having 

difficulties making speaking activities work in your classroom why not contact your local teaching 

associations or branch of TESOL. Maybe they run workshops for teaching speaking skills, or 

maybe they can put you in contact with other teachers in similar situations but with more 

experience teaching speaking skills who will be willing to share their experiences with you. 
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