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Abstract. The advent and widespread use of social media have had a significant impact
on how people use the English language. Platforms like Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, X
(formerly Twitter) and WhatsApp have ushered in new modes of communication which have led
to the creation of new vocabulary, abbreviations, emojis, and styles of discourse. This study
explores the extent of social media's influence on the English language and the changes that it
has wrought on vocabulary, grammar, spelling and modes of communication. Qualitative
research methodology was used based on an analysis of academic texts and digital
communication samples. The research findings show that while social media acts as a catalyst
for lexical innovation and the rapid development of language, it has also increased the
popularity of informal grammar and writing. Despite these developments, it remains a key player
in shaping the course of modern English and its global spread.
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slang, language change.

Annotatsiya. Ijtimoiy tarmoglarning jadal rivojlanishi odamlarning ingliz tilida mulogot
gilish usullarini sezilarli darajada o'zgartirdi. Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, X (sobiq Twitter)
va WhatsApp kabi platformalar yangi mulogot shakllarini yaratib, yangi so'zlar, gisqartmalar,
emojilar va kommunikatsiya uslublarining paydo bo'lishiga sabab bo'ldi. Ushbu tadgigot
ijtimoiy tarmoglarning ingliz tiliga ta'sirini so'z boyligi, grammatika, imlo va mulogot
uslublariga ko'rsatgan ta'siri orgali tahlil giladi. Tadgiqotda ilmiy adabiyotlar hamda ragamli
mulogot namunalarini tahlil gilishga asoslangan sifat (qualitative) tadgigot metodologiyasidan
foydalanildi. Natijalar shuni ko'rsatadiki, ijtimoiy tarmoglar tilning ijodkorlik salohiyati va
tezkor rivojlanishiga hissa qo'shishi bilan birga, norasmiy grammatika va adabiy me'yorlarga
mos kelmaydigan yozuv usullarining keng targalishiga ham sabab bo'lmogda. Shunga garamay,
ijtimoiy tarmoglar zamonaviy ingliz tilining shakllanishi va uning global migyosda keng
targalishida muhim omillardan biri hisoblanadi.

Kalit so'zlar: ijtimoiy tarmoglar, ingliz tili, ragamli mulogot, so'z boyligi, internet slengi,
til o'zgarishi.

AHHomauu;l. Cmpemumeﬂbﬂoe paseumue CoyualbHblx cemell 3HAYUMENbHO USMEHUIO
Ccnocobbl 0bweHus aoell Ha anenutickom azvike. Takue niamegopmol, kax Facebook, Instagram,
TikTok, X (panee Twitter) u WhatsApp, cozoanu Hogvle (hopmbl KOMMYHUKAYUY, YMO NPUBENO K
NOSGNEHUIO HOBOU JNEeKCUKU, COKPAWEHUl, 2MO003U U HOBbIX cmuiei obwenus. J[lanHoe
uccneoosarue paccmampueaent 6laUAHUE COYUAIbHbLX cemell Ha AH2TUUCKULL S3bIK nocpe()cmeom
AHAU3A UX B030€UCMBUSL HA CLOBGAPHBIN COCMAB, SPAMMAMUKY, opghoepaghuio u ocobennocmu
KOMMYHUKayuu. B uccneoosanuu ucnonvzosana xavecmeennas M@MO@OJIOZM}I, OCHOBAHHAA HA
ananuze HAy4HoU Iumepamypsl u npumepos yu@poso2o obwenus. llonyuenuvie pesyivmamol
nokasvlearom, 4mo COyudjlbHble cemu cnoco6cm6ylom paseumuio A3blK060c0 meopdecmea u
YCKop:iiom I60J1I0YU0 ~ A3blKA, 00HAKO 00H06p€M€HHO cmumyaupyrom UcCnoivb3oeaHue
He(hOpManNbHOU cpAMMAMUKY U HECIAHOAPMHbIX HOPM NUCbMeHHOU peuu. Hecmomps na smu
0006€HHOCWIM, coyuailbHble cemu cmaiu 6AINCHbBIM (ﬁakmopom qupMLlpOGdHu}Z COBPEMEHRHO20

AH2TUIICKO20 A3bIKA u pacuiuperus eco 2n0b6anbHoco pacnpocmpaHneHrusl.
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Knrouegvie cnoea: coyudailbHvle ceniu, AHSAUUICKULL A3bIK, uuqbpoeaﬂ KOMMYHUKAayu:l,
CJZOGCIprlZZ 3anac, UuHmepHem-CJlerne, A3blKo6ble USMEHEHUAL.

Language, it is noted, has perpetually evolved in the wake of technological and societal
developments. Over the past decade or so social media has become an integral part of people's
lives and, therefore, an increasingly dominant force in language use and communication. Every
daymillions of people communicate on networks such as Facebook, Instagram, TikTok,
WhatsApp and X (formerly Twitter), where their conversations shape English, which has now
become the lingua franca of the digital sphere. A direct consequence of this has been the rapid
creation of new vocabulary, internet slang, abbreviations, and novel communication strategies.

Unlike formal or written communication, that which takes place on social networks tends
to favor conciseness, spontaneity and innovation [1]. Users utilize elements such as emoticons,
hashtags, memes, animated GIFs, and short forms to communicate effectively and efficiently. In
this way expressions such as 'LOL', 'BRB’, 'DM' and 'FOMOQO' have successfully entered
contemporary vocabulary and are now considered by many as accepted forms and feature in
several prestigious English dictionaries.

Although many educators express concern about how the widespread use of social media
impacts grammar and orthography, linguists more generally tend to believe that what we are
witnessing is nothing more than the natural progression of language [2]. It, therefore, has become
increasingly relevant and important to study and analyze the social media phenomenon and the
effect that it is having on the English language. The relationship between digital communication
and the development of language has been widely documented in previous linguistic studies.

Crystal argues that it is not the writing that is changing but the communicative
possibilities. Language naturally changes to accommodate the new mediums of communication
[3]. According to McCulloch online language has developed its own peculiar forms of
communication as internet abbreviations, emojis, capitalization and punctuation all possess
communicative functions peculiar to digital communication. An examination of instant
messaging and teen talk revealed that there was little evidence to show that online
communication damages student writing skills. Most students were found to be perfectly capable
of distinguishing between the features of online chat language and the standard formal English
required at school level. Baron in her analysis of digital communication confirms that it has
transformed modes of writing, however she acknowledges this to be a function of the adaptation
to the medium and not a deterioration of the language [4]. As evinced by the findings of the
previously reviewed researches it is clear that the social media's influence is not restricted to just
the lexical and grammatical aspects of the English language but also impacts discourse, language
use and acquisition.

A qualitative research approach based on document analysis was applied in this study.

Academic textbooks, peer reviewed journals, prior Linguistic analysis conducted on
language and social media and actual samples of digital interaction gathered from social
networking platforms were analyzed and interpreted. The collected research material was
categorized into four main areas to better assess the positive and negative impact of social media
on the English language: lexicon development, grammar modification, communication styles and
pedagogical implications. The various sources were compared in order to ascertain the changes
brought about by the growing phenomenon [5]. It has become apparent throughout this analysis
that social media continues to be a major catalyst for lexico-grapohic innovation in the English
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language. The rapid pace at which words are coined by internet users, of which a vast number
eventualy make it into conventional dictionaries, is remarkable. Hashtag, selfie, emoji, unfriend,
viral, influencer, livestream are just a few examples that showcase this phenomenon clearly.
Another area that has seen a significant transformation is the grammar and spelling [6]. Due to
the speed at which most interactions take place online, users feel less inclined to write the full
lexical form and instead have found an increasing number of new ways to shorten what need be
said, such as u for you, idk for I don't know, brb for be right back, or imo for in my opinion.

Although these short forms would be inappropriate in formal situations the
communication process is enhanced thereby and more effective. With regard to communication
styles it can be said that while on Facebook, Instagram etc. Etc, writing has turned into a
multimodal process. It goes beyond letters and numbers as users increasingly incorporate emoyjis,
GIF's, stickers, memes and images to convey what they mean far more affectively than words
alone. As McCulloch argues "Emoticons and emojicon-textual characters now constitute a
recognised form of orthography, not merely decoration™.

With regard to language learning, social media proves to be a useful tool for English
language learners as it provides authentic context through interaction withnative English
speakers, and through the vast amount of learning material that exists on the internet. However,
the teachers' duty should be to ensure that they differentiate the language used on social media
networks from Standard English so that it does not filter through to the classroom writing. All in
all, the results gained portray that social media is a revolutionary tool which should be viewed as
contributing to language development rather than being seen as a nuisance and an impediment to
learning the traditional linguistic forms. The role social media has played in the advancement of
modern English language cannot be overlooked. It has increased our vocabulary, facilitated the
formation of new communicative strategies and encouraged a more active engagement and
discourse among users of English as a second or foreign language on a global level. It has
however also contributed to the emergence of a more informal writing style, potentially
undermining traditional forms of grammar.

Based on the results derived from this study, it is evident that social media constitutes but
a parallel register alongside Standard English, meant specifically for its use. It does not wholly
supplant standard forms but in many cases it does compete directly with them. Teachers should
ensure they inform language learners of the context in which they must use these forms. Future
research can look into the effects of Al, virtual reality and other technologies on the English
language in the coming years.
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